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Detailed Action 

Claims 1-19 are pending in this application. This is a response to the RCE 
filed on 2/9/06. Claims 1-19 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent 6,058,416 issued to Mukherjee et al.(Mukherjee). 

As per claim 1 , 8, 15, Mukherjee teaches collaborative computing method 
for the establishment of a named collaborative space, the method comprising: 
providing a named collaborative space defining a work place within the 
collaborative computing environment and configured to manage a plurality of 
business process components disposed within the named space in a one-to- 
many relationship(coL2, lines 60-col.4, line 6); 
identifying a membership set for the named collaborative space, the 
membership set including one or more members(Fig.5); 
and providing a plurality of business process component instances for 
management within the named collaborative space(Fig.5, col.6, lines 21-62); 
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and, managing a common lifecycle for each of the named collaborative space 
and the business process components within the named collaborative 
space(col.7, lines 15-67); 

and storing a membership set for the collaborative space, the membership set 
identifying one or more members(Fig.5, col. 6, lines 21-62); 
a database, the database storing: a membership set for the collaborative space, 
the membership set identifying one or more members(Fig.2-5, col.2, lines 60- 
col.4, line 6); and data corresponding to a named space defining a work place 
within the collaborative computing environment and a central processing unit 
functioning to provide at least one business process accessible within the named 
space, the central processing unit in operative communication with the 
database(col.2, lines 60-col.4, line 6). 

As per claim 2, 9, 16 wherein the business process component instances 
are business component instance visualized via a portlet(Figs. 2-5, col.6, lines 
22-67). 

As per claim 3,10,17 wherein the members of membership set for the 
collaborative space are assigned a role, the role defining access and permission 
privileges to the at least one business process(col.7, lines 15-67). 

As per claim 4,1 1 ,18 wherein the established named collaborative space 
is templatable to serve as the basis for the establishment of other named 
collaborative spaces(col.7, lines 15-67). 

As per claim 6, 1 3, the transfer of information using enterprise java 
bean(col.5, lines 17-26). 



Application/Control Number: 10/734,348 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2151 

As per claim 5,12,19 wherein the established named collaborative 
space is provisionable from other named collaborative spaces(col.7, lines 15-67). 

As per claim 7,14 further including assigning a policy to the named 
space(col.7, lines 15-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 1-5,7-12,14-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 5,008,853 issued to Bly et al.(Bly) in view of US 6,901 ,448 
issued to Zhu et al.(Zhu). 

As per claim 1, 8, 15, Bly teaches collaborative computing method for the 
establishment of a named collaborative space, the method comprising: 
providing a named collaborative space defining a work place within the 
collaborative computing environment and configured to manage a plurality of 
business process components disposed within the named space in a one-to- 
many relationship(Figs.3,9, col. 20, line 1-15); and providing a plurality of 
business process component instances for management within the named 
collaborative space(Figs.3,9,col.9, lines 10-26); 
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and, managing a common lifecycle for each of the named collaborative space 
and the business process components within the named collaborative 
space(col.9, lines 10-26); 

and data corresponding to a named space defining a work place within the 
collaborative computing environment and a central processing unit functioning to 
provide at least one business process accessible within the named space, the 
central processing unit in operative communication with the database(Figs.3,9, 
col.20, lines 1-15). 

However Bly does not explicitly teaches identifying a membership set for 
the named collaborative space, the membership set including one or more 
members; and storing a membership set for the collaborative space, the 
membership set identifying one or more members; a database, the database 
storing: a membership set for the collaborative space, the membership set 
identifying one or more members. Bly does suggest the use of members(Fig.6), 
describes an user interface with an access list and access rights, element 68. 

Zhu explicitly teaches identifying a membership set for the named 
collaborative space, the membership set including one or more 
members(Fig.3,18-20,col.4, lines 12-57); and storing a membership set for the 
collaborative space, the membership set identifying one or more 
members(Fig.3, 18-20, col.4, lines 12-57); a database, the database storing: a 
membership set for the collaborative space, the membership set identifying one 
or more members(Fig.3, 18-20, col.4, lines 12-57). 
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Therefore it would have been obvious to one ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to modify the teachings of Bly to explicitly identify members 
as taught by Zhu in order to allow computer users at different location to 
communicate and share documents or applications(Zhu, col.1, lines 25-62). 

One ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention would have been 
motivated to combine the teachings of Bly and Zhu in order to provide a system 
to allow computer users at different location to communicate and share 
documents or applications(Zhu, col.1, lines 25-62). 

As per claim 2, 9, 16 wherein the business process component instances 
are business component instance visualized via a portlet(Bly, Figs. 1-15). 

As per claim 3, 1 0, 1 7 wherein the members of membership set for the 
collaborative space are assigned a role, the role defining access and permission 
privileges to the at least one business process(Bly, Fig.6, Zhu, Figs. 3, 18-20). 
Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1 . 

As per claim 4,1 1 ,18 wherein the established named collaborative space 
is templatable to serve as the basis for the establishment of other named 
collaborative spaces(Bly, col. 9, lines 10-30). 

As per claim 5,12,19 wherein the established named collaborative 
space is provisionable from other named collaborative spaces(Bly, Abstract, Zhu, 
col.4, lines 9-56). Motivation to combine set forth in claim 1. 

As per claim 7,14 further including assigning a policy to the named 
space(Bly, Figs. 1-6). 
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Claims 6,13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 5,008,853 issued to Bly et al.(Bly) in view of US 6,901 ,448 issued to Zhu 
et al.(Zhu) in view of Office Notice. 

Bly in view of Zhu does not explicitly teach as per claim 6, 13, the transfer 
of information using enterprise java bean. 

Office Notice is taken; it would have been obvious to one ordinary skilled 
in the art at the time of the invention to use enterprise java bean to transfer 
information because java bean is a reusable application component that can be 
combined with other java bean components to create a java applet or application. 
It would have been obvious to add the use of java bean to transfer information to 
Bly in view of Zhu in order transfer messages from one person to another with 
different computing platform. 

One ordinary skilled in the art at the time of the invention would have been 
motivated to combine the use of java bean with Bly in view of Zhu in order to 
provide a system where once a program is written once, it can run on any 
computing platform to transfer information from one user to another. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-19 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. See PTO-892. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Backhean Tiv whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3941 . The examiner can normally be reached on 9 A.M. -12 P.M. and 1 
-6 P.M. Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Zarni Maung can be reached on (571) 272-3939. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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